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Ankeny’s Early Days

Artifacis from Ankeny's 130-year history that
had been hidden in boxes are now on display,
thanks to 2 new barn addition to the Ankeny Area
Historical Society museum.

The barn, located right behind the museum’s
1905 Prairie-style farmhouse, houses an early
school room — a fitting choice given that an ele-
mentary school was once located on that parcel
of land.

“When they were starting to dig for the barn,
the contractor found an old ink bottle on the site
where the school was,” says Rosemary Hutton
Taylor, the society’s office secretary. “That school
was taken out when the tornado came.”

The new building also features antique farm
equipment and an early country kitchen as well as
artifacis from Ankeny’s ordnance plant, which
made .35 and .50 caliber bullets for the WWII war
effort. Other pieces of local history include 2 pump
organ from St. Michael’s Catholic Church in
Carney, 2 fireworks recipe salvaged from the
Ankeny plant that burned in the "40s, and a photo
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history of the damage caused when an ¥4 tornado
swept the area in 1974.

The muscum complex is located at 301
Southwest Third Street in Ankeny, open the first
Sunday of May through December from 2 to 4 p.m.

or by appointment. An open house will also be hel
following Ankeny's annual Summerfest parad
July 8. For more information call 515/965-579
or visit www.ankenyhisterical.org.

— Jill Brimeyer
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Ankeny Area Historical Society

PLEDGE
OF SUPPORT

Individual Name:

Address:

Ciy:

Email:

Amount of Pledge:

Derails:

1. Check enclosed for my total pledge of $ . or

2. Check enclosed for $ and the balance to be paid

as follows: 2 _ . or

3. Three annual installinents in the amounts of:

3 $ -3

Authorized Signature

A ROE A
HISTORICAL
SOCILETY

Historical Society Representative

Make Cheele Payable To: Building Fund » c/o Anlkersy Histovical Society
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