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_ Gentral lowa’s Largest
~{ & Oldest Surplus Store

- ® FREIGHT DAMAGED | = zci o’?q ing =
“mCLOSE-OUTS ears —
- mPRE-OWNED Of Serving lowa  —

MERCHANDISE Businesses |

* General
Surplus Inventories - General Surplus
Merchandise

* Office Furnishings

Desks - Chairs - File Cabinets - Storage
Cabinets - Tables - Computer Furniture
- Office Partitions - Modular Systems

e Industrial

Work Benches - Shop Desks - Shop
Stools - Shop Carts - Parts Bins - Chain
Hoists

e Commercial

Display Fixtures - Store Shelving--
Counters - Glass Displays - Tables and
Chairs

» Material Handling

Pallet Trucks - Pallet Racking - Shelving -}
Dock Boards - Conveyor - Hand Carts

MDWEST SURPLUS SALES CO

1905 S.£. Hulsizer Road * Anken
(515) 964-8254 Fax (5I5) 264-4476
| Block West of Menards

We buy. sell. trade
rent. lease. handle
liquidations and more.

Hrs: Mon.-fri. 830 - 530
Established 1979




125 years later

For a city 125 years old, Ankeny
certainly has a fresh atmosphere about t,

With the exception of its two older
cemeteries, it's difficult to find any
striking landmarks that date back
beyond 60 years. Most of those have
been re-designed, remodeled or
reconstructed to fit into a modern
world. Ankeny-ites are stiil pioneering.

The city is vibrant, |t moves. The
dust from new construction isn't given
oy L

time to settle before the next project is
underway. Satellite dishes and cell
phone towers buzz with activity,

If a 125-year-old Rip Van Winkle

and Anken

should awaken to Xis 21st Century
Ankeny, he'd think he was in a
nightmare, compared to what the
region was like when he went to sleep.
But before he stumbled too far, a
caring hand would reach out to him
and someone would ask, “Hey, buddy.
Do you need some help?*

This he would recognize from 125

years ago — a good neighbar,
Ankeny may have its history rooted
in three separate centuries. but
it hasn't lost its heritage of 19th
Century work ethics, 20th
Century crystal ball gazing and
eternal good intentions.

Old Rip would find a home
here.

While gas-driven engines
have replaced the horse and
buggy, the exciting frontier
spirit of accepting challenges
and overcoming adversity still
drives the city’s pulse,

The 21st Century, muscle-
flexing Ankeny is a city of 20th
Century Weapon technology and world
adversity. The establishment of the
federal ordnance plant for the
manufacture of ammunition in 1942

is still h

ome to vpioneers

during World r Il brought the city to
the attention of outsiders., Few
recognized it then, but this plant marked
Ankeny’s transition from a sleepy, rural
community to a bustling, bursting-at-the-
seams city that over the past 25 years
has become one of the fastest—expanding
suburban areas in lowa.

Those who did recognize it
have prospered. They have
developed Ankeny into a builder’'s
dream, residentially and commercially.

PIONEERS/Continued on Page 4

Your destination for recreation

SEVEN DAKS
REGHEATION

* Skiing * Snowhoarding ¢ Camping
* Mountain Biking ¢, Canoeing
: ® Festivalst~.
and much more to comatd
www.sevenoaksrec.co

40 min. North of Ankeny from HWY 69
4 miles west of Boone op HWY 30

515-432-9457

964-2112

2502 SE Tones Dr.
I-35 at Exit 90 Oralabor Rd. Ankeny

Servin

7 days a week
Private Party
Lakeside View

community
for

CASUAL FAMILY

the
Ankeny

/ years!

DINING

Kid Friendly

* 11am to close
Room Available




Page 2 - Ankeny 125th Anniversary Special Edition




Ankeny |
25th Annj
niversary Special Editiion
- Page 3

T

4% - :
(a0 A
Sl '

Your communlu,llew'lliﬁw i
¢ Speaks For Tiself”

‘R-rated means religion at new ACA

St Faniuncs Thim eemn bt ol ol peani -.h-—t_njlm_«-l
L ' Pl 10T et T o plehin v S pets
[ A b

i

- N TTR L

Tl

i
A
gy D Bk 31 P
o e vyt et e i
L L .1‘?‘ ey wight.
g



Page 4 - Ankeny 125th Anniversary Special Edition

PIONEERS/Continued from Page 1

steamroller got started, it began
feeding off itself and let very few
roadblocks prevent it from happening.

Throughout history, progress has
had its casualties. Changing marketing
patterns brought the super retail stores
into the economy, and to Ankeny due
to accessability through transportation.
Their purchasing power and visibility

e ————
The 21st Century, muscle-
flexing Ankeny is a city
of 20th Century weapon
technology and
world adversity.

have pressured smaller, local
operations. The closing of Diliows
Super Valu-at the corner of First Street
and Ankeny Boulevard has been a
more visible impact. Ankeny’s prime
location continues to attract residents,
some working here and others
choosing to commute.

Their houses are built on what was
once Ankeny’s base of prosperity —
farmland. Their children have
presented the school system with
extreme space and financial
challenges. Traffic patterns have
changed, causing city planners to make

major adjustments in flow charts. New
social problems have come to the
forefront. Community leaders have
stepped up to the plate to answer these
challenges.

The new local option sale tax to
assist the county’s schoois kicked in
Jast July. Planning boards and councils
are taking serious focus on the
direction of the city's growth. The
Neveln Resource Center was created to

offer housing to social agencies. City :
blueprints are being redrawn, which H P 1Y A TON S
will likely increase the size of Ankeny Ankeny's f()under
from nine to 12 acres very soon. never lived

This city quivers with vitality.
Challenges. Answers. More challeges.
More answers.

Yet through it all, residents have
time to lean over the backyard fence
and ask their neighbor, “How you
doin?,” and mean it.

April 22, 187

nally spelled
He was t
California le

Section compiled by Sandy
sanderson, Managing Editor.
Thanks to the Ankeny
Historical Society and the
many individuals who fent
their time, photographs,
clippings and memories to
this project.

coln in 1860.

in the town
Ankeny was established on:

Ankeny, a doctor and adventur-,
er. He was of French Huguenot
ancestry. The name was origi-

to Hawaii, was a member of the
Illinois legislature and a cam-
paign worker for Abraham Lin-

ANKENY/Continued on Page 5 |

5, by John Fletcher

Angene.
he first clerk of the
gislature, ventured

He moved to Des

.

Proud to Serve
Ankeny Since 1985

Serving You Seven Days a Week
Sun. - Thurs. 11-9 © Fri. - Sat. 11-10
Daily Lunch Special Served til 3

Elegant Dining - Modest Prices

SERVING COCKTAILS WITH YOUR FAVORITE
HUNAN, MANDARIN AND SZECHAUN CUISINE

964-2422

Since 1989!
« Painting Interior/ Exterior  ° Siding/ Windows —
« Roofing Repair & Replacement
+ Tear-offs « 29 Years Experience
+ Re-roofs — New Roofs . Affordable Quality

(formerly Vantage Painting & Roofing)
Ankeny’s Roofing Specialists

[ OWENS

m‘ﬁﬂfﬂﬂf& CORNING
bt Ry Cotrorr -
Member National Reofing Preferred
Contractor Association Roofing Contractor

Brandt Crocker Owner

963-0172

GIFT 711 S. Ankeny Blvd. MAJOR
O AABLE Highway 69 O LoTED cell phone 778-0939
Telephone Inquiries Cheerfully Answered




Caring
for people

Ankeny residents have been willing
to lend a helping hand since the
town’s inception. Here’s an article
taken from the Des Moines Capital

Ankeny |25th Anniversary Special Editiion - Page 5

Ankeny to Hold
Near East Meet

Plans for a community meeting
Tuesday evening at Ankeny to
raise cash and corn for the Near
East Relief were announced Satur-
day afternoon by C.D. Reed of the

newspaper on Nov. 27, 1921; weather bureau, chairman of the
ANKENY/Continued from Page4 M. Hubbel| and J. S, Polk.

Lincoln in 1860. He moved to Des
Moines in 1969 and in 1872 was
elected to the city council.

He bought the land that would
become Ankeny on July 1, 1874,
for $1,600, from Will
Lewis, platting
the land the
next year.

Being a
member of the
Des Moines
political scene, it
is likely Ankeny
had advance
notice of the
routing of. the
Upcoming
railroad. He was
a promoter and stockholder of the
Des Moines and Minneapolis
Railroad, whose owners were F,

Ankeny founded another town,

Ankona Heights, in Florida in

1882. He died in
Fla., and his body was returned to
Des Moines for burial.
Ankeny never lived in the town

he founded jn lowa,
He did, however,
build the first
combination rooming

d house and hotel on
the northwest corner
of Third and Walnut
Streets, selling it to
the managers, Mr.
and Mrs. J. Beals, in
1881. Ankeny also
built the first store at
the northeast corner of

1886 in Stark,

Main (Cherry) and Third Streets

Celebrating a History with Ankeny.

~ Jon Jamison Professional Photographer over 15 Years,

Ovpened Photograp
o Business 1985

Polk County campaign.

The meeting will be a commu-
nity affair, arranged by business-
men and farmers. The following
committee is jn charge: G.E.
Goughmour, chairman; B.T. Haul-
man and William Randolph, solici-
tation committee; John S, Albaugh,
Charles Hildreth and Mr. Wagner,
c¢orn campaign; Mr. A.E. Merkel
and D.M. Essick, program.

The motion picture, “Alice in
Hungerland,” showing conditions
in the famine regions of the Near
East will be shown.

élad We’ré
Here to Celebr.ate.
Congratulations!

»ANKENY DENTAL CENTER)
306 S.W. Walnut St. Uptown Ankeny
964-0621

Jon, Deb, Kyle & Kirk
Jamison 2000 )
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Coal mining
played an
important role
in Ankeny’s
economy for
many years,
offering
employment
and bringing
in perma-
nent resi-
dents.

Coal was found by soldiers at Fort Des
Moines in the vicinity of the Des Moines River. The
first shaft and stone quarry were opened in 1843 by
Capt. James Allen and A.N. Hayes. Coal was not a
“hot” commodity at the time since there was an abun-
dance of timber to burn.

Crocker Township had two important mines — theg
Carney (Saylor Coal Co. No. 2 shaft) anda@llabol
(Saylor Coal and Mining Co.).

The Carney mine opengd In
until the early to mid 1938s; This was @

L

|
R . ——

Grooming the Pets

Pet Salon

112 SE 3rd St. ¢ 964-0525

~and lowa wa

Black gold aided Ankeny economy

deep mine some 350 feet down and produced a
clean, high quality coal. At some places the vein
was as much as five feet thick and was a dry mine,
not bothered by water.

Most of the digging was southwest and extended
to what is now Hwy. 415. More than 300 miners were
employed during the winter months.

The Oralabor shaft was to the north and was an
entirely different type mine.

The coal was of poorer quality with a high sulfur
content and had to be cleaned before marketing. Min-
ing was mainly north of the shaft. There was a contin-
uous water problem, eventually causing the mine io
be closed.

It was reported that miners like the management,
supervised by the Carney brothers, and were well
treated. Miners were given opportunities for extra
earnings that did not exist in many mines of that day.
Ankeny area miners also worked in the mines located
le prise.
nerals Department of the State
lished by an act of the legislature

in1973.

1024 E. 1st St * 963-0630
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How times have changed

While the advancement of law and legal descriptions
become more precise over the decades
eliminated some colorful

property.
On March 31, 1885, an indenture of farmland was entered
in the county of Fleming, state of Kentucky, with Anderson

Cornwell and his wife, Margaret (nee Story). The Cornwells
were great grandparents of three Ankeny resi

has
. it certainly
attempts to put one’s claim on

RELER e o S U

has

WAL T R

Cornwell, Glen Cornwell and Myrtle Sexauer,
maiden name was Cora Cornwell.

The land's location is described as follows:
® Beginning at a stake in John Hunter's line
m Thence E 116 poles to a stake
® Thence 84 poles 22 links to a locust stump

® Thence N 82, E 31 poles, 11 links to a dead oak
mThence N 4-1/2 W 51 poles to a black ash stump
® Thence along Graham'’s line N22 W 12 19-1/2 poles to

a sugar tree and black ash
m Thence S
hickory
® Thence W 25 poles to a small b
® Thence W 31-1/2 poles to a sta
creek
mThence N 15 W 113 p
109-1/2 acres ($2,200).

It likely would be difficul
money off a description like th
were cut down and the stumps removed,

whose mother's

63216 N 10 W 21 poles to a sugar tree and

lue ash and hickory
ke on the bank of the

oles to the beginning containing

t for a financial institution to lend
is today, particularly if the trees

Presevve those special memories
for the generations to come.

965-1627

105 E. First St., Ankeny
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Postcards...

Photos in the early 20th Century were often
printed on postcards.

Postcard stock

paper was manufactured for individuals

interested in amateur photography and could print their

photos in their own darkroom. Sometimes, the light

from a kerosene lamp or gaslight was enough to expose
the chemicals on the paper.

The paper was often referred to as “gaslight paper”
and was readily available at the local store.

This method was most popular between 1909 and
1920, and because many of the photos were mailed, a
postmark readily identified the age of the photo.

However, even then, processors were tempted to
“sustomize” the photos by superimposing images over
another, leaving the viewer to guess whether they were
seeing an actual event or scene.

Myrtle Sexauer compiled a number of rec-
ollactions for the Ankeny Area Historical Soci-
ety, many of which have been lost over the
advent of the generations, Here are a few sam-
ples, with each sentence to begin with
“Remember...”

* g shivaree for a newly-married couple.

¢ when two students sat in each seat in the
sghool room

« oilcloth on the kitchen table.

* laying soapstones on the heater so that later

| they would warm your feet inithe ice-cold bed.
|« sticking the curling iron into the lamp chimney
to curl your hair.

« when the good ol’ days took some cranking:
cars, clothes wringer, gramophone, telephone.
* when you left one bite of food on your plate
as a gesture of politeness to show that you had
been served not only plenty, but more than
enough.

¢ mending runs in silk stockings.

- a-wash hung on lines in the house or attic on
a rainy washday.

e

puBLIC GOLF courst @

BRIARWOOD GOLF COURSE

3405 NE Trilein Dr. - Ankeny
964-GOLF (964-4653)

1702 West 1st Street
964-2833
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Happy Birthday,
Ankeny!

Ankeny Towing
964-9816

S

Hap irth

——

day!

475 Youthcwt Oradubor Raond

KoMmATEE Ankeny, lowa 50021
wh (515) §64-9773

Congraiuiations

Ankeny!

Great Clips
—}\\!, for hair:|®3

One-room country

schools

began education tradition

lowa has a tradition of quality
schools.

The foundation was set by the
turn of the 20th Century with an
extensive system of one-room country
schools. At one time there was a
school roughly within any two-mile
walking distance in the state, so
everyone had an opportunity for
education.

lowa had the most country
schools of any state, with a high of
12,623 in 1901, The first schoolhouse
in Crocker Township was made of logs
and built in 1850. Several were located
in the Ankeny area, including:

Franklin School in Crocker
Township.

Union School in Crocker
Township.

Oralabor District in Crocker
Township.

Nagle School in Crocker
Township, located
directly south of
Ankeny

on Oralabor Road
{Norithwest 70th
A venue.)]),
approximately one-
fourth mile west of
State Street. This
school is now used
as facilities to
operate a trucking
company.

Rock Creek in
Crocker Township.

Greenwood
School in Douglas
Township, located
two miles south and
two miles east of
Ankeny, one-fourth
mile
Northeast 70th Albaugh.
Avenue on Northeast
29th Street. It is at the southwest
corner of the bridge crossing the Four-
Mile Creek and now a home.

Lincoln School in Lincoln
Township, at the Elkhart corner.

Randolph School in Douglas
Township, two miles east of Ankeny.

Riley School in Douglas Township.

The schools were the center for
social activities. The room would be
packed when students had a program,
a play or picnic. Parent-Teacher
Associations monthly meetings were

=

ANKENY GRADS are proud of their school and make
every attempt to return for reunions. This group repre-
sents the class of 1935 at the class reunion of 2000, their
65th. Shown st
Wyant, Mary Fo 0
Myrtle L. Sexauer. Seated in front, from left, are Ward
north  of pMally, Ada Fontanini Atkinson and Twyla Pointer

regularly attended. Box suppers,
square dancing and other social
outings were hosted at these schools.
There was usually a well close by, and
older boys fetched buckets of water.
Everyone drank out of the same
dipper.

The sole teacher usually boarded
with a family located near the school.
The teacher taught all subjects at all
levels through eighth grade. Students
were given a “county” test, which in
Polk County was given at Greenwood
Park in Des Moines.

If the students passed the test,
they were allowed to attend the high
school of these choice, with their local
township school paying their tuition —
if the student or the parents decided
on a secondary education.

Bessie Lundstrum Carlson, who
attended Rock Creek School, recalls,
“The school was closed in the spring

anding, from left, are Dorothy Dippold
ntam%i Scott, 4 ﬁp and

Kathryn Evans Be

of 1918. My sister and brother passed
the eighth grade exams and would go
to high school, leaving just four in the
school. Therefore, we went to Ankeny
that fall, with a horse and buggy mos’
of the time, since the roads were s¢
bad.

“My brother and | didn’t knov
what grade were in, but the teacher:
must have graded us according to ou
ages. | sure was scared. That was a bi!
school.”
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Serving the Agricultural Industry
Since 1837...
in Ankeny Since 1947,

JOHN DEERE

Nothing Runs Like A Deere

John Deere Des Moines Works - 825 S, w. lrvindale, Ankeny, 1A 50021 . www.JohnDeere.com
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1919 murder shocC

On May 8, 1919, Mrs. Fred T. Coppock was mur-
dered at the family home east of Ankeny. Her body
was discovered about 9:30 a.m. by her son, Marion,
wh:la was returning home after visiting with an
uncle.

Her husband, a Methodist
was away at the time on a lecture to
lowa.

A search for the killer was immediately
launched. A newspaper article at the time says, “A
suspect, a demented soldier claiming to be from
Camp Dodge, was picked up at Baxter and while he
acts strangely and does not seem able to give a
true account of himself, it is not yet known wherev-
or he had anything to do with the case.”

The news article also stated, “This terrible
crime has put the community in a fever heat and
should the fiend who committed it be found, he will
get what is coming to him..

"The funeral was held Sunday afternoon at the
Ankeny Methodist Church afd was one of the
largest ever held Tn'the histofy of our town. The
remaing were interred i ily lot at Green-
wood Cemetery undagth J ranc g
the stately trees that
the song birds sing & o)
upon the fallen logs nmindful that in that grave
lies a darling mother-whose presence in the home
and community will.be greatly missed. in the

av

to oom:.: = Biﬂ ‘:0“1 .

minister in Ankeny,
ur in southern

ks the community

About two weeks later, Charles Walker, 25, of
Highland Park in Des Moines turned himself into
guthorities at Rising Sun and confessed to the mur-

er.
A farm worker,
Eldora Reform Schoo
after being judged insan
da about a month and a
committing the murder.

He told detectives
Coppock house after spending
nearby following a trek to hunt
iber rifle.

“| went up to the d

Walker had spent three years at the
| and two terms in Clarinda
e. He escaped from Clarin-
half before he admitted to

he had planned to rob the
the night in a shack
birds with a .22 cal-

oor. When the woman came,
| told her to throw up her hands. She refused and
grabbed the end of the rifle,” Walker said.

“| then pulled the trigger three times. | shot:
twice, and the first two shots she was moving
around, but at the third shot she fell. | then looke
around to see what was in the house.

“| took about $3 in money that was in two pock-

00ks. 4a!S0 tooka boy's § stbook and threw it
3| ‘tifle close to Hul\.

and was. sentenced
his insanity. In 19562,
‘shne'@ind released |

fker was judged insane
to Anamosa for the duration-of
32 years later, he was j dged
after a trial where t ‘:f;rogq‘__{p;g uffered |

‘:_gugh‘__ o8 pAVID WO RIS

-

ol peir A
g

Createf 1 home )
Lasting
Memories

with treasures
from our house to yours

1]

Boyds Bears Yankee Candles
Dolistones Root Candies
Boyds Villages , PellaLace

Precious Moments Potpourri

Fitz & Floyd Pictures
Seraphim Angels Crystal
Lange & Wise Books
Figurines | Home Decor
Margaret Furlong Artwork
Snowbabies Stain Glass
Muffy Bear Calendars
Peggy Carr Glass Jewelry
Cherished Teddies Byer's Carolers

Bridal Registry Possible Dreams

Treasure House Gifts

721 N. Ankeny Blvd. ~ 964-0600

Hours: Mon.-Thur. 10-8 pm, Fri. 10-6 pm, Sat 10-5 pm

it
|

£}

r

P

Since 1986

Baue's Jewelry
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John Deere enters
the Ankeny scene

The John Deere Co. purchased 587 acres, including 43
buildings, of the Des Moines Ordinance Plant in October, 1947,
for $4.15 million. The company sold or razed 22 of the buildings
and invested millions to remodel and reconstruct the remaining
buildings.

Deere started production in the new plant in February, 1948,
making corn pickers and cultivators. Cotton harvesting
equipment was added to the line and in 1950 it became the first
machine designed and built from basic Des moines Works’
concepts.

Through the years, potato planters, beet harvestors, rotary
hoes, rod weeders and stock wagons were produced at the
Ankeny plant. _ '

New products which were developed and engineered at the
plant include hi-cycle sprayers, corn attachments for combines
and the crop thinner, The plant has also developed the chisel
plow, corn huskers; tool bars and cotion strippers. :

Employment &t the start.of production-in-1948 was 546 and
peaked in 1974 at 2,568.

YSCO

1OWA

SYSCO Food Services

Anniversary

of Towa
salutes Anﬁeny on their

125t Anmversary.

Our SYSCO fami[y is [ooﬁing forward
to Being a part of the Community soon.

LANDSCAPING
& NURSERY

{' ANKENY MEDICAL CENTER g/

|
I “Where we believe personal
care is still the best medicine.”

Craig S. Gerhart, M.D.
Judith L. Nayeri, D.O.

R
-

Happy
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Ammunition plant marked
beginning of Ankeny’s
enormous growth

The single event of the 20th Century which put Ankeny in the

forefront of growth was World War Il
Because of the national emergency and the need to locate an
here it was secure, Ankeny

M°H A t R » ordnance plant in the middle of the nation w
1 e u 0 epalr was selected by the War Department as the site of an ordnance plant

and range testing area.

309 SW Walnut 964_1372 e g‘loc:fr;?ﬁna‘ggt?ersonal sacrifice did not pose any serious barriers for

Land was acquired by government edict. Residents were displaced

and their homes offered for quick sale, or destroyed.
The F. W. Fitch Farm, a model stock and dairy operation totalling
558 acres with immaculate buildings, was removed as was the Conrad

: =
! b gk
o MENSIAS L

congratulations
3@ on your %
% 125th! %
James W. Collins, D.D.S.
114 SW State St.

Ankeny

964-4143

Patients Are Precious THE ORDNANCE PLANT was opened with much military pomp and ci
stance, with the Navy band giving a concert and many speakers markin

occassion.

Dietz hcuse, built in 1867 and a stagecoach stop in the 1870s.

09"9Pdfuld1’i ons The average price for the Fitch Farm was $277 an acre. This
- compared to a reported sale of jowa land by an insurance company

hnkeny g{ that sold 2;,4;0hacres at ?fn avera%e of $83 an acre. Many landowners
complained of the price o ored and appealed - to no avail.
on 125 yeq ,, ’ o

rcum-
g the

_ S, Some 2,000 acres of land, mostly in Crocker Township and the
Q southern tip of Saylor Township, were acquisitioned for the rifle range
Cc H 1 L DT Wt In late August, 1941, all occupants of farms and homes were givel

: notice to vacate by Sept. 15, 1941. The only structure left standing ol
, the showplace Fitch Farm was a barn, to be used as an administrativ

b office.
The plant was built and equipped at a total cost of $54,745,46

between July 31, 1941, and June 15, 1942.

Children’s Centers
718 NE Grant St., Ankeny PLANT/Continued on Page 1
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PLANT/Continued from Page 14

Within two weeks of groundbreaking, 353
administrative employees were housed in the Fitch
barn and more than 1,000 workers were constructing
the plant. Laborers were paid 75 cents an hour and
required to pay $25 for a labor union permit,

By mid-August, 1,088 people were employed with
the payroll at $46,000. Within a week, payroll had
jumped to $107,00 with 400 administrative staff and

Quartermaster Corps.

Private buses were operated to the plant. Des
Moines Transit operated between the city and the
plant charging riders 20 cents each way, or 10 rides
for $1.50. Cars were eventually driven to the plant,
with drivers being paid $1.25 to $1.50 each week by
the worker,

Ankeny’s population immediately increased by
200, to 925. A second restaurant joined the existing
one in town, which remained open until 1 a.m. to

operated by Lawrence Lein west of his locker plant
and grocery store, increased to 16 trailers with a
capacity for 135 workers.

Newcomers referred to Ankeny as the “Indian
reservation,” because there were no beer parlors,
pool halls or entertainment theaters in town.

The first cartridge-making machine was set Nov.
30, 1941, seven days before the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor. The first cartridge passed fire testing on

James and Donna participating in the community
through CCO’s SCL program,

CREATIVE

Marv De Nooy.

Creative Community Options’ (CCO) mission is to empower
people with disabilities with independent choices and the opportunity
to live and work with dignity in their own community. CCO offers
two services to help people achieve their life goals and dreams.

In our Supported Community Living Service, our Instructors
assist individuals with disabilities to live independently in the home of
their choice. Our staff supports people with creating and maintaining a
household budget, planning meals, grocery shopping, cooking,
maintaining their home and staying connected in the community
through volunteer or leisure
activities.

Our Supported Employment
Consultants work directly with a large number of businesses assisting them to be
successful employers of people with disabilities as well as providing on-the-job
supports to individuals with disabilities, Our Consultants also assist with employer
sensitivity training for the co-workers of a person with a disab
CCO’s current Board of Directors is comprised of Carol Pickett
(Chair), Bruce Mehlhop (Vice Chair), Connie Burkholder
(Secretary/T; reasurer), Kyle Goodmanson, Bill Dunbar, Deb
VerPleog, Norm Hoffman, Paul MacMillan and

Gina working at Mue[ler~Yurgae
with CCO’s SE supports.

Jan. 31, 1941. The plant had the capacity of producing
two million rounds of army cartridges daily, later
increasing to eight million a day.

It would consist of 219 buildings designed to
manufacture .30 and .50 caliber cartridges to be used
in machine gus and rifles, although .50 caliber rifles
were not manufactured at this time.

By Oct. 16, 1942, the ordnance plant had
completed 2,150,000 hours Wwithout lost time due to an
accident, the best record of all ordnance plants in the
nation. Employment peaked in1943 at 19,060. The
ammunition was shipped via rail, 35 cars daily or
1,100 a month,

Before the plant ceased production on July 31, 1945, it
produced 3,758,280,366 total .30 and .50 caliber car-
tridges. The plant closed on Sept. 1, 1945,

Lincicum & Associates, PC
Certified Public Accountants
114 NW 5th Street, Suite 202

964-2225

* Individual Taxes * Business Taxes
* Tax Planning
* Payroll Assistance

* Computer Consulting

* Business Consulting
* Bookkeeping
* Accounting Services

Serving Ankeny since 1986
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Ankeny schools have always
faced space pressures

Ankeny schools have been
faced with having enough
classroom space since the first log
cabin institution build in 1850, 20
years before Crocker Township
was organized.

For example, enrollment in
Ankeny schools totals 5,753 today,
an increase of 1,857 students from
a year earlier. Just 25 years ago,
total enroliment was 3,973. That's
an increase of 1,770 students over
the quarter of a century, an
average increase of nearly 71
students each year.

That's larger than total class
sizes in many rural schools.

The first school was located on
the Woods' farm, approximately
one mile south of Ankeny where
the east entrance of the lowa State
Experimental Farm joins Hwy. 69.
Later, this school was relocated on
the east side of Ankeny Boulevard,
just south of First Street.

A third move located the
building on the southwest corner

MILL-POND

Retirement Community

515-964-CARE(2273)

e Independent Apartments

Assisted Living

PRESEY T ERIAN
FlOMES & SERVICES

Skilled Care

Medicare Certified

1201 S.E. Mill-Pond Court
Ankeny, ITA 50021

(On Delaware Avenue,
between 1-35 exits 90 & 92)

A Presbyterian
Homes & Services
Community

Rehabilitation Services

of First Street and a room in the
1.0.0.F. building served as an over-
flow room.

The fourth site, selected in
1902, was West Third and School
Streets. This three-room building
was soon inadequate and was torn
down. The two-story, eight-room
building, erected in 1909, served
the district for more than 60 years,
until the damage of the 1974
tornado necessitated demolition.

Ankeny schools were
consolidated in 1919, at which time
the older part of the present
Neveln Resource Center was built.
Several country schools were
moved to the grounds to
accommodate the increased
enroliment.

Area schools recorded a
marked increase in enroliment with
the construction of the Des Moines
Ordnance Piant and Testing Range
in 1941. Saylor Center had 1565
students; Canary Lake listed 110;
Woodside 276; Delaware

Township, including Berwick, 260.
Crocker Township schools listed 14
at Nagle, Oralabor 65 and Ankeny
317.

The original section of
Parkview Middle School was built
in 1952 with the west wing being
added in 1957 and the east wing in
1964, when Parkview became the
high school. In 1959, an addition
consisting of offices, a small gym
and class rooms joined the two
buildings on the corner of First and
School Streets.

The high school moved to its
present location on North Ankeny
Boulevard in 1976.

Quality of education has been
of particular concern to parents
and school personnel throughout

the years.
Last vyear, 390 seniors
graduated from Ankeny High

School. Of these, 64 percent attend
a four-year college, 29 percent

SCHOOLS/Continued on Page 17
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attend a two-year college training
program, and two percent entered
the military.

Most Ankeny High School
students take the American College
Testing Program (ACT), the college
entrance exam. A score of 20 or
higher on a 36-point scale is the
score that lowa’s state universities
require for acceptance. Since 1995,
Ankeny students have averaged
higher than 22 percent in the
composite scoring of English,
math, reading and science.

The district has 703 full and
part time employees, of which 366
are teacher, all certified. Of these,
45 percent have Bachelor’s
Degrees and 55 percent have
Master’s Degrees, Some 59 percent
of them have more than 10 years
teaching experience.

More than 65 Ankeny residents
serve on school advisory
committees, discussing topics
ranging from school-to-work,
curriculum goals and student
achievement data, ,

Ankeny schools this year

Ankeny 125th Anniversary Special Editiion - Page 17

SALARIES OF TEACHERS
1880 Male teacher — $285/year
Female teacher - $190/year

(Higher salary for mail teacher usually justified by citing fhe g
youth of the female teacher.)

1915 $450/year

1933 $750/year '
(Roomed with neighbor and no supplies furnished.)

1949 $4,100/year

1999 $33,975/year, average (benefits not included)

oberate on a budget of b of
$34,759,253, of which $11.6 million Your destination for recréation

is from pProperty taxes, $19.7 o i
million from state aid and $3.4 QEWW ﬁﬂﬁg )

million is from other funding. More o e
than $25 million of the budget is ﬁEﬁﬁEﬂTﬁﬁ

Spend on instruction. * Skiing * Snowboarding ¢ Camping
® Mountain Biking # Canoeing
; ® Festival§H .

July 7, 1924 - Employed Milton Fox and much more to comlyl
to motorcycle traffic policeman. He Wwwﬂgeyenoaksre(ncﬁ')

is to receive 50% and the town 50%
5 40 min. North of Ankeny from HWY 69
of the fines. 4 miles west of Boong on HWY 30

515-432-9457

Council Meeting Excerpt:

Deere Community Credit Union

/% -

DEERE COMMUNITY CREDIT UNIoN

50" Anniversary

50 YEARS OF PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

1201 S. Ankeny Bivd. 289-1822 www.dccuankeny.org

DCCU...we're right on the money.

Serving the
Ankeny Community
for 50 Years!

We look forward to
serving you in the future.




page 18 - Anken

y 125th Anniversary Special Edition

An

Celebrati
Ankeny’ 8311%5&7

Blt‘thd%

(v ¢ (

From the pages of... ‘e
The ?\nkmg Gtmez
WhN I‘\.’ N]NLIH YEAR ! ANKENY IOWA, FRIDAY, DECEMBE_);?—E lf;:;) — NO. :

SECONI o (L
The Ankeny '
Calennl Blaswrs pived

LL \‘l‘“’l ‘\lll’.l
i

@"

125th
\geﬂy!

Snyder
Asso

es

crively jg SOt
ma are wlready E“““’" g d 111 C Repaird
M Cormlck-Dlﬁﬂ‘“g Machines

\ We are
i ‘Dget‘l'll‘l ewest ]!Wdc .
\ Come in and EC the net and l:bu\-.ga\l'!nz

and BE
| Jad discuss BME
W L ;Tnatlgom . R, JOHNSON
po— ___.e_’R Farmert’ Elr
Pure food— .

70 Bast Coore Avni

THE WORLDS BEST oms HOREE

inia Sweet Pancake flour 97¢| WINTER IS HERE!
aroni, 3 packages . 176
iges, dozen . . . (9c,
ad Pineapple, 2 1-2 can 29¢
Mash . . . . $2.85

i l

r Your Christmas Gandy Now

Our Goa[
Everyone 5pmtua[[y Whole

Colossians 1:28

www.openbiblefellowship.org

It is now on nislﬂay we'll chase that cold
e : weather sluggishness

Your Ford car was designed and built to
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e —,

Don't lay it up' Dan't hobble aleng with a
“half a motor”—drive in here for a tune-
up that will cost surprisingly little.

If more than meve adjustments are neer-
ed-—you'll find us equipped and able to do
any job, no matter how big it is, at the low-
est possible cost. The [ard car, you know,
is our only interest.
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and tough

Pioneers were resilient and
resourceful, and tough,

The Sexauer family came to
America in 1944, Matthew Sex-
auer, one of Ankeny's original set-
tlers, was born Sept. 24, 1845, in
Erie County, Penn. His mother
died when he was 2.

His father remarried two years
later and came to Polk County in
1850. The elder Sexauer was 3
surveyor and on one of his syr-
veying journeys a rattlesnake bit
their dog.

Mrs. Sexauer got some of the
snake’s poison in her system
while treating the dog. Her head
swelled to twice jts size.

Ankeny 125th Anniversary Special Editiion - page

Resilent, resourceful

He butchered two and took the
Carcasses to Des Moines. When
he was offered 2 1/2 cents a
pound, he was so irritated he took
the meat home, killed the other 38
and smoked the meat so he could
wait for a better price.

He also stored his corn and
wheat, rather than sel| the com-
modities for 10 cents and 35 cents
a bushel, respectively.

The next year, prices went up,
He sold his smoked pork for 18
and 20 cents Per pound, seed
corn for $1.50 a bushel and 500
bushels of wheat for $1.50 a
bushel.

Teke o cya from

BING CROSBY

SOCIETY”

Come in = Lin
(

10

There was no doctor avail-
able. Mrs. Sexauer saved her life
by dtinking two pints of rye
whisky, The dog’s life was saved
by washing its wound with com-
mon lye soap.

NEWSPAPER ADS from 1957
often utilized famous person-
alitiies to get their message
across, like the one here at
right for Denniston & Par-
tridge being ptomoted by

: y
bW today for * N -
| FREE 3]

oavirn 17
esfimate 3 iieks

STON
PARTRIDGE (O,

In the fall of 1858, Matthew
Sexauer had 40 fat hogs two sell.
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1645 N. Ankeny Blyd,

¢rooner Bing Crosby.
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Store: 964-2666

849 S. Ankeny Blvd.

Pharmacy: 964-0656 I
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A and hearing im ‘say, “V
| the quarterback, he's com
up the middle!” F

experiences,

Dur
sighth gr

know? He guessed right

The 1950 lowa State High School runner-up basket ball team included, front ¢ that game, wh
row, from left, Robert Johnson, Harold Hildreth, Merrit Parsons, Barney Alle- g‘,:l?eﬁg*;m‘!lat geme, Wh

man, Vernon Herring, Ron Fontana and Ray Fontana. Back row, from left, Keith

| had been manager

Hildreth, Ray Brown, Gail Gibson, Jack Kovacevich, Randall Hirsh and George  Story City's high sch

Alleman.

football team. Their ¢t

-5 at Exit 90 ANKENY
064-4255 ° IOWA WATS 1-800-622-8264
Showroom Hours: Mon.-Wed.-Thur. 8:30-9:00;

Tues.-Fri.-Sat. 8:30-6:00

Mailing Address: 1101 SE Oralabor Rd., Ankeny, [A 50021
www.karlchevrolet.com

g



mories playing against Ai
s ol e

Fred M. Clarke, was like a father to

‘me. Clarke’s last year at Story,

before leaving to coach in
Germany, was Story’s best team
ever (in my mind), led by my high

ischool hero, David Clayberg — who

later starred at ISU. :

. Des Maines Tribune Sports
‘Editor Jack North called that class
‘Story’s best. “Their basketball team

‘stopped the winning streak of
‘Roland, defending state Class B

‘champion, at 41 in overtime.”
. Their football team’s greatest
‘challenge was the Ankeny Hawks.

‘Editor Ken Prideaux reported, “The

‘two unbeaten elevens battled to a
0-0 draw in the first half before &
tarq&crowd Ankeny never crossed
the
the third quarter, Clayberg tallied
on a six yard slant off tackle after
the Vikes took the halftime kickoff
and drove 81 yards in 12 plays. But
a Jerry Bravard pass to Dave
‘Stearns for the extra point went
astray.”
- With about five minutes left in

‘Lamberti to end Bill Howe. The pass

The Vikings threatened four times
but failed to capitalize — with one
pass to Stearns short by inches.” . = (1

| was really proud of them.
They waere terrific; it was their best
game in four years, a redl tough
one to lose,” reported Coach Fred

yard line in the first half. In

Ankeny 125th Anniversary Special Editiion - Page 21

The TD c_apza;d. an BY9-yard march
by Ankeny. A

sophomore  guarterback  Rex
moved the Hawks to the Story 20,

Clarke after the game.”

cherished trophy: “1961 Ankeny
R'elax;'s 440 Relay:
Smit

and | competed together, after our
move from Story City to Nevada. |
was a senior and he was a
freshman phenom (later earning a
football scholarship to UNI). When

i N WD
AR I
Steve handed me the baton we
the lead, and, & rding to
_ i key factor in.the drive.
was: a. 25-yard aerial from Ankeny

S. Schmidt, B..
, S. Benson, B. Benson:" It ..
was the only time my brother Steve

AR iR

ey adind N ot
."' p N BN B Rl B ._ ‘.
the baton we had

teammate Steve Collis{a great
brother Wikel, who today is an
Ankeny resident (and Des Moines |
My brother ong with
» %; 'y ﬁh‘m‘ ﬁg idt‘.‘;.

le  George was an’
mer) rn%?a g-ﬂ???dctbtéf fa

: 4
m bus from Nevada, so | drove

.Mbm‘ss.a-@gae_g:mqgmmﬁwm;—

arriving just in time for our event —

\ s -f.i-'s‘ht-a‘.rﬁngf.;-'hrmgitetatf_.- dust agd &
~ Another story my wife and 6 ° An St

kids long ago became sick of
hearing is symbolized by my most’

gravel parking of Ankeny's 1st St.
stadium - with Beach Boys®
“Barbara Ann” blaring from our car
radio; | jumped on top of the car

~and twisted/rock-and-rolled as dust

settled and teammates waved and
yelled for us to get our butts over to
the track, G A

And | never ran so fast in my
life as | did'that day in Ankeny,
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Congratulations
on 125 Years!

201 SE Delaware Ave, Ankeny
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Anlfgny Auto Electric

W8  Starter and Alternator

By i Sales & Service
F}.& “7 Installation & Auto
Sy Wiring
%o~ Quality Products & Fast
' Service

1317 SW Ordnance * Ankeny

964-9095

Ankeny orphanage

The child Rescue Home was an orphanage located at
110 SW School St., sponsored by the Brethren Church. It
was managed by Mr. and Mrs. Erb; their two children were
Raymond and Blanche. :

After the home closed, it was occupied by various

families and later made into apartments by Les and Evelyn
Vickery.

Killer flu epidemic
of 1918

More lowans were sick with the flu in February, 1918,
than at any time in lowa history, some 12,537.

More than 42,000 lowans were quarantined with the flu
in October. Estimates placed the real number, including
unreported cases, at near 100,000.

At least 6,500 lowans died of the flu that fall, plus an
additional number from pneumonia.

By contrast, fewere than 3,600 lowans died in the
service in World War |.




